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Bayard Taylor Memorial Library Continues Listening Campaign
May 22, 2009 — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
KENNETT SQUARE, Pa. – The Bayard Taylor Memorial Library “Alumni,” a group of longtime volunteers, capital campaign contributors, trustees and staff, gathered recently at the LEED-certified Dansko building to add their interests and needs to the growing wealth of community input the library administration and board of trustees will use to plan for the library’s future.
Design and technology were underlying themes of presentations given by two guest speakers at the event. Host Peter Kjellerup, co-founder of Dansko and committed green enthusiast, presented a compelling case for ecologically responsible building construction. Guests were invited to tour the building, a wonderful example of the applied theories of sustainable design and technology.

John Venditta, Executive Director of the Chester County Library System, provided a glimpse of current trends and transformations in the world of libraries. He described how technology continues to revolutionize information access and storage, and how libraries around the world are responding by transforming their designs and services to accommodate user expectations and needs. Venditta spoke of libraries as a community hub, or “Third Place” – the destination after home and work/school providing an opportunity to connect with others in an information rich environment.
The “Alumni” were asked to consider how changing library trends and technology, as well as the emergence of affordable green building construction will impact the planning of a new library facility. Attendees submitted their priorities for a new library building, and while the responses reflected many diverse interests, there was a clear call for spaces that are open and flexible, plenty of natural light, and comfortable seating.

This was one in a series of events in the library’s Listening Campaign to gather input from the community. The group included literacy volunteers, past and present trustees, donors to the capital campaign, Special Events Committee members, and members of the recently formed Advisory Team, that will assess potential sites for a new library.

Other information-gathering tools include last fall’s Community Conversation, a survey currently on our website (www.bayardtaylor.org), and focus groups with different community groups.
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